At Piccino,
Small Is Beautiful

BY JEANNE STORCK

hem Plockme. a sliver of a café
|-|:-..-|1|-|,1 (WO YCArS Ao on A quict
corner in Dogpatch, the sleepy
streets of this indestrial ||-|'|,:||||:-c:-||:-c:-c:-:‘| o a
much-peeded podt. The [talian CEpIEEE0 [T
chines hummed o lile and suddenly local
aftisis aned Bisamess “I'rL-I'|1. had the ]h':l"\'l.l:
"HH_'L-l'I-u.I'l_'..‘l L'Il.l.l_l_' Lix I\..l;lll'l o a 'H.jl\.-,'-l_ll,l Cup
of Blue Hotile or an alier-work dinner of thin
CNESK F-I.l'.n'.l and wine
With a handful of tabdes and & (ew seals af the
biar, noscem was 1|!.\'_|":I. st b IMTET T with 'H.ll.ll_'
blomde wosned (boors, Fiee CTIREIE el chadrs,
buarnishsed |_|-|1;u_-1-|=||,1|,'u_-d fables and lots of
!||.\'_|'|I. LneTs '1!‘||.'|':.| HIIF_.I! syl lealisn- b
ki r|.'J‘||_'|'1I.'| ";..lgjl'l. bath furst BEF Pt LhUralviare,
liked the idea of sEariimg small Rogat |:||'|||.'|.'_|‘|I
pizza vy from a stint at Pizzetta 211 while
SEgan hﬂnlb"}lt colffer smarts her huashand,
aschibect tllllll:,.: Sagan. runs the Haves Valbey
Blue Botthe kiosk. This sumimer & renovation
mwed the coffee hur thaee Ijll-\.lr"a |_‘||rv.|| arud the
Cale, |h-|H.|",]| still K i, monw ks ten tables,
Befoge Mocine HIIF_,.I'! had decamed of OHHETH
ing a small food hall that showcased local
ErOWeTs “a farevers market, bui -.|||||'||lr:.- shie
explaing. Today the café emibaodies this vision
Fogat and Logan craft dishes from a “Who's
Who" of Bay Arca organic producers, 'J||'|'|,'|Ill_e.,"
the =|'.'\'|'|.|".|1 an fresh and '\I."I'Il"ll.' “We want

the ingredients to speak for themselves so we
do very litthe o them,” Sagan asserts. Salads
and small plates complement a mikx of classi
and seasonal pizras,

When we visit on a crisp Fall evening. aw-
tumn Havors Al the menw A rping salad
159.50) swims with litthe jewels of pumphkin, ba-
con and curls of caramelized onion and arrives
atop & Jen-like gloed clay plate crested by
Sagan’s husband. For pizza, we try the roasted
butternut squash with radicchio, balsamibc and



“Piccino has become the
center of a little community,
and we're honored by that.”

‘I.hl.':..;u-:l.n'l.ﬂ.l 51450 ol wr el Tow a thin
crast (that s crsp. Dt pot Do) oY mwidd be a
lidtle forest of roasted beech mushrooms. cri
mind mathroosm pesto and crescenza Cheese
A brioche tart (36000 topped with cuttand and
L J.|:-‘|'|||:' ] |,'||_'r“|,|r|:-|' il 'H.l-l"ﬁl'l_" i '\-\.llp-]l-!.l'\.
& periect cas I|'.!. fereiad

Piccing has beoome the cenber of a listle
community and were honored by that, en
thuse Eogat and Sagan. “lts moch more than
W TVET CXP !|'»;| W v Flll Hn'.'.l LM OETY
whe aren't just regalars, they e fans” For the
past year, ihese fans have beer o J"“'.h.' b Pic
cing lor spet sl l!l'.ll.ll'q{ evienls where Tood rock
sfars bike Mlarin Sun. Fatted Calf and Marig
wita preside over meals themed arownd their
product. In November, Far Wedt Pungi hosted
& AN |||'\|_'||.'|'\-|,|. dinmes |_|||.'||_||| F Wl
& mine besson in I'I|'|.l.l.'||l.||:'_:. wihile !|||F |5 lgned
sel up shocking stalls one Sunday afternioon
and dished up foeth oysters. In the works are
a roasting fest with Thomas COdermatt from
ReliRotie i Febroary and special menu con
oacied by chocolitier Machsel Beochasli in
March. Rogat advises people to sign up early
SHNCE 3pale ik limited o shall we sav small
and ©oxy. That after all is Peccimnos charm.
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